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American independency. 

H OWEVER fome may boaft of the mighty 
power of Britain, our great refources’, our 
numerous fleets and armies, the valour of our foldiers 
and failors : , and the wifdom of our counfellors and 
conductors; yet many are of opinion, there never was 
a period when they were more heeded, nor a time when 
theirftrength and fagacity ever flood a greater trial than 
at prieferit. After exerting all our power and wealth in 
a fruitlefs, bloody, wafting war, to bring our Ameri¬ 
can colonies to acknowledge the Britiih fupremacy, 
and power of taxation—whether froni impotency, in¬ 
tention, or misfortune of miniftry, experience may 
now teach the meaneft capacity, who is not blinded 
with party zeal, that, in any period of hiftory, there 
never was a war carried on by Britain with fo much 
ekpence, and with fo little fuccefs, and all to obtain 
the name or empty title of fupremacy, the advantages 
of which the nation are in opinion fo much divided 
about. 

It is not my intention at prefent to enter into that 
worn-out difpute about the juftice or injuftice, the 
-propriety or impropriety of the American war, or the 
manner of conducing it: I can only now fay, that, 
after fo long a combat to bring about that accommo¬ 
dation fo much wiflied for, it appears every day more 
A 2 difficult, 
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difficult, and, to fubdue that great continent by force 
of arms, ftill more impracticable. If the Americans, 
by their'dwn ftrength, have'been able to repeldll the 
power Britain could exert for fo many years, what can 
be expected when we -have all that vaft continent, 
joined with France and Spain, in open war againlt us, 
and, I am afraid, many of the other nations in Eu- 
fo'pe our fecret' enemies ? After being fo much ex- 
haulted, to begin a new war, without one ally to affilt 
•us' either with men, money, or even good withes, is 
•certainly very alarming; and, while one .part of the 
nation are fpending their time in ufelefs difputes and 
trials on bygone misfortunes, others are lulling us 
■aflecp, while the enemy is-at-our doors,-and threaten¬ 
ing, by z- powerful invafion, to make our country the' 
•feat of war and devartation. And if any think it ne- 
■ ceffary that, as in Ireland, all tanks fhould be armed, 
they are looked on as cowards or croakers, for .inti¬ 
midating thefe verbal champions, who have neither 
arms nor courage to repel the enemy, fhould they, 
notwithflanding the Dean of GloucelterV plan of im¬ 
practicability, effectuate a landing. It is impoffible 
for any difcerning man to fit down quite unconcerned 
in this critical juncture of public affairs; and the more 
: he regards-his king, his country, and its happy con- 
flitution, the more will he be alarmed, when he fees 
fo many-dark clouds ready to burft upon them: whe¬ 
ther it be apprehenfion or not, he will be more ready 
-to prepare for defence than thofe who can amufe 
themfelves and others with high words on the Britifli 
fuperiority to all our foes. This has been our mis¬ 
fortune, I may fay infatuation, ever fince the com¬ 
mencement of our unlucky difpute with America; and 
from a fulfe pride of loyalty to our king and miniftry, 
many 
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many feem to make that carelefs inattention to dan* 
ger, thatfalfe courage, and foolifh implicit faith in 
our public councils, the only characteriftics of a loyal 
fubjeft; while thofe who are difinterefted patriots, 
who will not in every- thing either join the mini (try, 
or minority, as, in a fubjefl: of fo much latitude, in 
fotne things one may be right, and the, other wrong, 
are looked on as difafljs&ed. But fa&s are ftubborn 
things; every man of common apprehenfion and faga- 
city mult fee and confefs, that, year after year, we are 
Burgoyned, bamboozled, and beat; whether by the 
fault of generals, admirals, or minifters, it is all the 
Tame to a country which bleeds at every vein by the 
wounds that trade, commerce, and manufactures dai¬ 
ly receive, through this unfuccefsful war. 

I am therefore of opinion, that} at prefent, he is 
the greateft patriot, or phyfician to his country, while 
it rages in this intermitting fever, one day high in 
hope, another funk in fadnefs, who can propofe 
fome remedy, or convince the impartial public, that 
it is far better to lop off a branch than lofe a tree, 
whofe trunk may afterwards (hoot out again; or make 
an amputation of a finger, arm, or leg, when figns 
of mortification appear, than endanger the whole bo¬ 
dy : or who can make it appear, that by giving up 
thefe bugbear names of fupremacy, taxation, and de¬ 
pendence, which have been the occafion of all our 
difafters, and, in fhort, that making the Americans in¬ 
dependent, and allowing them to trade with thefe who 
can ferve them beft, feparate from the vanity of a 
proud overbearing people, will be little or no difad- 
yantage to Britain. 

It is this I propofe to make appear, and have been 
at fome pains to collect facts, which convince me and 
others, that if this event {hall foon take piace, which 
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in all human probability mull; fome tim,e .happen; 
inftead of filling our minds with dreadful. appre- 
henfions of a national deftruct'ion, it will be a fource 
of mbre tonfolatiori than all the chimerical tales, that 
are trumped about by violent and pretended patriots^ 
of conquering America by defeating fire and fword, 
which hang on the unfeeling tongue's of many, who 
have lefs regard for their king and country than thofe 
whom they dub with the.harlh name of malignants. 

To evince this proportion, it muft be obferved, 
that the real ufe and advantage of colonies to their 
mother-country i or "of America to Britain, is to en¬ 
large trade and cotnnierce-, to confume our manufac¬ 
tures, iricrealeour fhipping and bailors, and mutually 
to enrich one ariotherl 

If, by their being independent;, it fliall be made ap¬ 
pear, that we orlly lofe that bugbear name of fuprema- 
cy, or power of dictating to them their form of govern¬ 
ment, though our pride may buffer, yet, as merchants, 
our flock muft increafe, and our buftneft extend. 

. Before.I proceed, there is one fact which muft be 
always carried along in the whole argument; which 
is. That Britons are naturally, as well as by long 
practice, a more bufy, plodding, mercantile, and 
manufacturing people, than any nation in the world: 
on that account, fuppofmg the American market 
open td all* they would gain a preference in trade to 
every other iiation dr people: But let us confider the 
other advantages we. have to fupport that fpirit for 
trade; fo peculiar to this nation. We are of the fame 
language, the feme religion, the feme manners and 
cuftoiiis, fprung from the fame nation, intermixed by 
relation and confanguinity; tnefe furely will give us a 
preference to flrangers, who have none of thefe con¬ 
nections, 
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|ieftions, but have quite different notions of freedom, 
government, religion, and manners. But, fuppofe 
many of thefe to be eradicated by this long and 
cruel difpute, the ftrong tie of intereft as merchants 
can never be broken. We all know, a new trader to 
a market, for a long time, deals to much di[advan¬ 
tage, in comparifon with one who knows the dealers, 
and the goods which luit them, as well as what they 
have to fell. 

The Britifh merchant, for a century paft, fetsup. 
his ftore in America; he forts it with thefe goods he 
knows the planter wants, and what the country con- 
fumes, who after being in fo long ufe of thefe goods, 
it is hard to fay if any other, though cheaper, would 
anfwer them, for many years, hear fo much to their 
fatisfa&ion.' 

Another grand diftin&ion is, No nation either would 
or can give credit fo extenfive as the Britifh mer¬ 
chant gives. For example, let us fuppofe a French 
merchant fetting up a ftore in Virginia or Maryland, 
in order to purchafe tobacco, he muft have, perhaps, 
from fifty to a hundred thoufand pounds value in 
goods of all forts, which he is to truft to American 
planters, whofe fafety or ciycumftances he is a ftran- 
ger to; nor does he know either the quality or quan¬ 
tity of tobacco the planters annually grow; yet .to a 
fingle man be muft truft fome thoufand pounds before 
the tobacco is planted, and take his word for the de¬ 
livery of it when grown. 

Then let us confider what thefe commodities are, 
which plenifh the Britifh ftore, and whether the 
French merchant'can furnifh them cheaper or better. 
The grofs part of merchandife, carried to America, 
confifts of'woollen,' linen, cotton, paper,'leather, 
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and metal manufactures, with Eaft-India goods and a 
few liquors, moll of which, efpecially coarfe woollen, 
we have reafon to believe, can be exported from 
Britain at prefent as cheap, and more fuitable to the 
planter, than frpm France or Spain. 

- Befides, that confidence and liberality, with which 
a Britilh merchant deals, will always be more taking 
and agreeable to a free-born American, whofe fpirit 
naturally lpurns at flavilh people, bred up under an 
arbitrary and defpotic government. Such difference 
of fentiment will naturally raife a piqueering and 
jealoufy on every little tranfaftion in trade, which 
makes it probable, that their intercourfe in bufinefs 
will neither be agreeable nor lading. 

But I know the grand objection that is made to 
our dealing with America, if free and independent, 
is, That the French and other nations have the ma¬ 
terials of many manufactures cheaper; and as they 
have lefs money, lefs luxury, lefs paper credit, Ids 
public debt, and fewer taxes, their labourers will 
work for lefs wages, and confequently can bring 
goods to America much cheaper than the Britilh, 
1 grant that in many articles at prefent it may be fo; 
yer, in the mod extenfive branches, viz. coarfe woollen 
cloth for winter clothing to their negroes and fer- 
vants, Mancheder and Birmingham goods, iron tools, 
arms and ammunition, and even Scots coarfe linen 
and checks, and many other articles, we certainly do 
underfell other nations, as many of thefe goods are 
daily exported to markets in Europe, independent, 
and free to deal where they can be bed ferved. 

If the confideration and proper view of Americar 
.independence, fliall not only remove the gloom] 
thoughts which poffefs the minds of thofe who haw 
nc 
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Snot duly confidered the argument, but lhall open a 
view that will fill the generous and difinterefted with 
pleafure, it will make it the more agreeable. I there¬ 
fore propofe to lhew, that, by American indepen¬ 
dence, the widow increafes her jointure, the annui¬ 
tant, the foldier, the failor, the clergy, and officers 
of all ranks, will be enabled to live better, and their 
falaries return to be of that value molt of them were 
originally intended to be; but if America continues 
dependent on Britain, this muft foon' make their in¬ 
come too fmall to maintain them in a rank equal 
to their illation. 

When the Britifli merchants and manufacturers 
found there was an exclufive market bound down to 
them, and the Americans were obliged, under great 
penalties, to take none elfe but their goods, no won¬ 
der all the materials and wages rofe in price, and of 
confequence all vivers and clothing rofe for home- 
confumpt in proportion. If a weaver makes a thou- 
fand yards of cloth, and finds a ready and profitable 
• fale for it, at a high price, he will of courfe continue, 
and others of the fame profeffion, feeing him grow 
rich, will take his workmen at higher wages, and in- 
creafe the price of the materials, lb long as they can 
get a confumpt for their cloth with profit; and fo of 
every other manufacture. 

But flop the fource of their fale, and when they 
find America can freely buy at another market, lup- 
pofe-from ten to twenty per cent, below their price, 
they mull that year lofe their profit, or fell with a 
greater lofs. But behold them next feafon; does any 
. perfon think they either will or can carry on a manu¬ 
factory without profit ? No: they will buy their wool 
or yarn cheaper; they will bring down their men’s 
B wag:-, 
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wages, fb as to correfpond with the price other na¬ 
tions offer their goods to their old cuftomers for; 
The confequence of which will foon be, the fheep, 
the oxen, the wool, the hides, and the meat, muff be 
fold cheaper, and all vivers mud fall in proportion to 
the wages which workmen can tarn; confequently 
the butcher mud buy cheaper, and the grader pay lefs 
rent; by which the landlord lofes nothing, becaufe 
he gets as many of the neceffaries and luxuries of 
life for two' hundred pounds,’ as lie formerly got for 
two hundred and fifty or three hundred pounds. 

This decreafe would be much felt, if all things 
were to fall of a' fudden ; but we may fuppofe the 
decreafe of money, and increafe of its value, will 
come on by degrees. The rents of land at every new 
leafe will fall, and land itfelf decreafe in value; and 
as cafh is an ideal medium in commerce, it will be 
all the fame in a few years. 

If we can by thefe means bring our commodities 
to the American market on the fame terms with other 
nations, the natural preferences I formerly mention¬ 
ed will certainly fecure a greater trade with that na¬ 
tion than ever we had before; becaufe our merchan- 
dife formerly being higher priced than they could be 
ferved by others, it is well known that America 
fmuggled more from other nations than they bought 
from us. Our {hipping and Tailors mull alfo in¬ 
creafe in proportion to our trade with fo diftant a 
people, with whom we will then be at no expence, 
further than any other nation to whom we may be 
allied. 

Should we of the prefent generation anticipate 
what may happen fifty or an hundred years hence, 
when America may become a great empire or com¬ 
monwealth. 
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monwealth, and pretend to provide againft events 
that may happen in future ages, we certainly wade, 
out of our depth; and every day and year may con¬ 
vince our rulers, how imperfect: and narrow human 
views are; how many events are hid in the womb of 
Providence; how many revolutions of ftates and em¬ 
pires, or what balance of power may be guarantied 
by different nations, which will either fruftrate our 
long laid plans, or difappoint our diftant fears. 

It will be a long time before America can grow fo 
populous, as either to cope with Europe in manufac¬ 
tures, or enlarge their territories, which are fo ex- 
tenfive, that, after allowing the greateft natural po¬ 
pulation, as well as numerous migrations to that wide 
and uninhabited country, it mult at leaft be a centu¬ 
ry before it is fo well peopled, as any of our Euro¬ 
pean ftates. It muft be obferved, that there are three 
different ftations or claffes into which mankind may be 
divided, viz. the manufacturer, the merchant, and the 
landlord, or heritable proprietor. To this higheft clafs 
or ftation, all the others are conftantly afpiring. As a 
tradefman or manufacturer is more laborious, and a 
lower occupation than a merchant, the ambition of 
that loweft clafs is conftantly aiming at the mercantile 
line, and they, in their turn, bear all the dangers and 
anxieties of the merchant, that they may arrive at 
that flattering fituation of landlords and freeholders. 
For this reafon, while any ground remains to be ac¬ 
quired on eafy terms, none will voluntarily be even 
merchants, far lefs manufacturers; efpecialiy as by 
the fcarcity of hands in America, a labouring man, 
who never ferved an apprenticelhip to a mechanic, 
can get more for a day’s labour, or for fplitting ftaves, 
than moft of our beft workmen in Europe, when 
1’ 2 working 
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working at the firieft manufactures; for. which rea- 
fon, a man will never fit down to a loom, or make 
a Ihoe, at one {hilling per day, when he can make 
two or three {hillings by out-labour: and were he to 
be paid fuch wages in the manufacturing line, it 
would raife the price fo, that a yard of coarfe cloth, 
or a pair of {hoes, would coft: near as much for ma¬ 
king in America, as the whole price in Europe. By 
this it will appear, there is little danger of the Ame¬ 
ricans running away with our workmen or manufac¬ 
turers, until they have occupied thefe vaft tracks of 
land which lie uncultivated for many thoufand miles, 
which cannot be done in a hundred years. 

If there is any truth in the arguments now offered, 
that the independency of America, inftead of being 
a lofs or ruin to the trade, manufactures and marine 
of Britain, will rather, enlarge and increafe them; 
what pity is it that this plan of reconciliation had not 
been agreed to fooner? How many thoufand lives and 
millions of money would it have favedj the intereft 
of which mull hang as a heavy load on the Britifh 
{houlders, every day lefis able to bear it? 

I muft think, that the plan and policy of France 
and Spain, may be eafily apprehended by Britain, 
and particularly by America, who are mod unna¬ 
turally connected with thefe powers. Britons, who 
are famous for dictating to other nations what they 
imagine to be their belt policy, averred, and were 
fure, that France, but particularly Spain, would 
never join the Americans, to make them a mighty 
commonwealth, as they would foon find their way 
to their gold mines in Mexico and Peru, and would 
keep France for ever from any hopes of again pof- 
feffing Canada, from which they were fo lately 
driven. 
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driven. But thefe powers reafoned otherwife, in 
their political cabinet council: For, fay they, if 
America continues joined with the mighty naval 
power of that ambitious purfe-proud nation of Bri¬ 
tain, they in conjunction may foon effe&uate their 
defigns: but now we are happy to fee them fo in¬ 
fatuate as to be at Variance with one another, whom 
we equally fear, and hate. Let them go on weakening 
each other; let us blow up the flame of diflention, 
till both are near confumed, then join with the 
weakeft, and break the Britifli arm, by dividing 
their great naval power, and attack them when 
their heart is lead; defended; make a bold ftroke 
there ; if we ftrike right, all the members will foon 
be ufelefs. Then let us, under cloak of friendlhip 
and alliance, decoy thefe American dupes, and fix 
our government piece-meal amongft them; and 
when we can poflefs ourfelves of the key .of their 
fhop, lock out thefe plodding old friends of theirs, 
thefe haughty iflanders; and when we have weaken¬ 
ed America, humbled their fpirits, and prepared 
them for paflive obedience and fubmifiion, let us 
eredt the French ftandard from Canada, to the river 
Delaware, and from thence, let the Spanifh flag 
ftretch all fouth to their own pofleflions. Then 
may the poor deluded Americans^cry for aid, from 
their old broken-armed parents, to roufe the Britifli 
lyon ; but alas, he hath loft his claws and teeth, and 
now can do nothing but roar and cry, that he, by his 
own folly, provoked his ungrateful children, to join 
their cunning foes, and allowed the Britifli lyon, and 
Americanbear, to be caught by the fubtile hunters, 
and fo intangled in their fnares, from which it is a 
chance, if they or their pofterity ever get loofe. 


If 
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If this (hall be the cafe, no time fliouldbe loft in ma¬ 
king offer to America of independence, only on con¬ 
dition of their neutrality ; and while we can keep 
the keys of their ware-houfe out of the hands of 
their mafked allies, we certainly refcue them, and 
ferve ourfelves. 

Some may andver thefe obfervations, by dating 
the advantages that mud arife to Britain, from Ame¬ 
rican dependence, againd thofe propofed by inde¬ 
pendence, as fupponng both to be equally in our 
potter to obtain. Were that the cafe, it might in 
fome meafure alter the argument. But as the fitua- 
tion of public matters now appears to an impartial 
eye, it is at lead ten to one, if ever it will be in the 
power of Britain to regain her fovereignty, by con¬ 
tinuing this barbarous, inhumane, and unparalleled 
method of promifcuoudy burning and laying wade 
the towns, houfes and properties of friends and foes, 
which, to any feeling mind, appears not only the 
greated cruelty, but word policy. For, by Mr. Gal¬ 
loway’s and other declarations, it appears, that three 
or four to one in America are friends to Britain; 
thus in every town or county that is defolated, if four 
thoufand differ, there mud be at lead three thoufand 
friends dedroyed, to come at one thoufand who from 
principle are engaged in fupporting the American 
caufe. Will any fuppofe, if fuch meafures are pur- 
fued, that Britain can have friends there long ? If one 
town is burnt, and all differ without refpeft of per- 
fons, will not the friends of Britain in the next town 
naturally defend their lives and properties, againd an 
army from whom they can hope for no prote&ion ? 
Neither can any agreeable accommodation be ex¬ 
pected by fuch meafures. 


But, 
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But, fappofing Britain to regain her fupremacy, 
tan the mod fanguine imagine, while we are now I'd 
much exhaufted, and engaged with fuch potent ene¬ 
mies, that a proper force can be fent to maintain that 
luperiority, in fo extenfive a country, when we cannot 
fpare fhips or foldiers to prated our own coalt 
againfl: fo fmall a force, as lately threatened to in¬ 
vade us, but allowed our trade to fuller, and our 
ihips of war .to be captured with impunity ? 

The queftion then (lands thus, Whether is it wife 
and prudent, or for the fafety and intereft of Bri¬ 
tain, in her prefent fituation, to perfift in fo dan¬ 
gerous, expenfive, and unfuccefsful a war, and ven¬ 
ture the lofs of every thing that is dear and valua¬ 
ble, even the fubverfion of bur happy conftitution, 
for fo diftant and unequal a chance, of only acquir¬ 
ing what may be the balance of advantage, between 
dependence, and independence, which, many are of 
opinion, in procefs of time will be found not worth 
contending about? 

But, fuppofing it to be in favours of dependence, 
the chance of iofing the fubftance for the lhadow, 
of a total lofs for a partial gain, or to obtain an ob- 
jeft that admits of fo much difpute, has been the 
caufe of fo mach difference and diflention, and has 
blown up thatfpirit of party feud, and animofity, in i- 
iiation, which fo lately for trade, power and property, 
were envied and feared by all the. known world ; 1 
fay, the carrying on this fruitlefs, expenfive, and un¬ 
popular war, mull every day appear more alarming 
and unreafonable. 

Many now have the candour to acknowledge, 
that circumflances have altered their fentiments cf 
continuing this moft pernicious difpute about Arne- 
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rican dependence; and fince parliament reprobated 
taxation, the public feern to wifli dependence alfo 
given up, which being relinquilhed, may foon bring 
about a peace on much better terms, than when, in 
all probability, the Weft Indies are taken from us; 
and none can fay, how much more may be loft, as we 
are fenfible for feveral years paft, we could have ob¬ 
tained much better terms then at prefent; and as 
public matters now ftand, it is to be feared, that 
every year our terms of peace may be worfe and 
ivorfe. 

If thefe obfervaticns fhall be of any ufe to fet that 
argument in a different light, to thofe who think 
the dependence of America an objeft adequate to 
carrying on this cruel, dangerous and expenfive war, 
it will anfwer the intention of 
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APPEND I X. 

ippllOM the Obfervations on American Indepen- 
JL dencv, and the prefent fituation of public affairs, 
we may judge the neceflity of not only giving up 
the fupremacy, but preferving the independence of 
America.—Thofe who are capable of taking an en¬ 
larged, generous and unlimited view of the commer¬ 
cial intereff of Great Britain, will fee, that not only 
the riches, but the virtue and happinefs of the inha¬ 
bitants, depend on preferving a market and con- 
fumpt for their manufactures. 

Some have calculated that one third, others that 
fix-fifteenth parts of all the manufactures of Britain, 
mud be exported, as lets than two thirds ferve the 
inhabitants. Then, fuppofing three millions of peo¬ 
ple employed in manufactures, one million, at lead, 
mutt depend on the fale of their goods at a foreign 
market. Thus, whatever proportion America con- 
fumed of that one third, if we fuppofe that market 
fiiut up, either by allowing or forcing them to be¬ 
come dependent on any other nation, fo many of our 
artificers mutt be thrown idle, who will neceffarily 
live by vicioufly preying on the induftrious. 

It is therefore furely of the utmoft confequence, 
and mutt be the greateft wifdom of a {fate, whofe 
rulers wilh the happinefs of the fubjeCt, to keep the 
lower clafs, or manufacturing part of the people, 
properly employed, and to preferve an open market 
for their manufactures. 


C 


But 
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But if government fhall be more careful to provide 
for the rich, than for the lower ranks of the nation, 
it is the fame as if an injudicious parent ffiould ne- 
gleft his young children, who cannot provide for 
themfelves, that he may enable the elder to live in 
luxury ; as the higher in rank and riches a man ar¬ 
rives at, the farther he is from want of the neceffa- 
ries of life; and by any general calamity of a coun¬ 
try, or diminution of its trade or colonies, he can 
only fuffer the decreal'e of fome fuperfluities, which 
are of little confequence to his real happinefs, but 
may be the means of checking vice, and promoting 
virtue and peace ; but, by fuch public calamity, the 
labouring part, who are the bulk of the people, are 
laid idle, and mull either darve for want, or be obli¬ 
ged to ufe wicked and illegal means to obtain a 
wretched livelihood. 

If then the general profperity, virtue and happinefs 
of a nation, depend on. having the lower ranks pro¬ 
perly employed, and preferving a market for their 
commodities, it mult be a very miftaken notion in 
many, who, from an unaccountable and ill-grounded 
prejudice, are fo blinded by party-zeal, that they 
would rather wifh America and the Well Indies in 
the hands of France and Spain, than that their for¬ 
mer friends and bed cuftomers, the Americans, Ihould 
be in the peaceable poffeffion of them, as a free, hap¬ 
py and independent people ;—a fituation fo peculiar 
to a Britifli fpirit, and what our forefathers made fo 
many noble druggies to obtain. 

If Britain Ihould ever lofe the fovereignty over 
America and the Leeward Iilands, it furely would be 
more our inlered that the Americans (hould be in 
poffeffion of them, nay even of South America, ra¬ 
ther 



C *9 ] 

ther than any European powers, whofe nations are full 
of inhabitants and manufacturers, and who would 
naturally exclude our dealing in thefe countries, on 
purpofe to employ their own artificers in Europe. I 
have already made it appear, that the Americans can¬ 
not interfere with our manufactures for centuries to 
come, as the more territory they acquire, the longer 
will they be of becoming artificers, and mult of ne^- 
ceffity open their extenfive ports to all Europe, to be 
ferved with their manufactures; and Britain, for rea- 
fons before mentioned, will have by far the largeft 
(hare of their employment. 

Could we fuppofe fo extenfive a market open to our 
Britilh commodities, how many thoufands of thefe 
who are now idle, or, which is worfe, who are crimi¬ 
nally employed, would become induftrious, fober, 
and happy fubjeCts. But if we figure, on the other 
hand, that, at the termination of this war, when fuch 
numbers of thefe artificers, now in arms, fliall return 
to their different employments; if it fhall then be 
the unhappy fate of Britain, to fee America and the 
Weft Indies driven to the neceffity of becoming fubr 
jeCt to other European powers, who exclude our 
fhips, our wares and merchandife, from their ports; 
it would be too tragical to paint out the difinal con- 
fequences of a iituation, which every true Briton 
will pray Heaven to avert. 

Therefore, the prefent plundering, burning, and 
inhuman plan of defolating the country and people, 
who confumed our manufactures, mult be looked on 
by all unprejudiced, judicious men of feeling, as not 
only inconfiftent with the principles of good policy, 
in refioring that vaft country to deal with Britain, 
either as fubjeCts or allies; but every town thus burnt, 
C 2 or 



or inhabitant deftroyed, weakens, and makes Ame¬ 
rica an eafier prey to France and Spain, cr any fo¬ 
reign powers they from neceffity are obliged to call in 
to their affiftance; who. muff be fuppofed to have 
fomething in view to pay their great expence, fepa- 
rate from that compaffion they pretend to have, in 
refcuing them from the barbarity of a nation, whofc 
duty and filtered it was to protect and defend them: 
and, without the fpirit of. prophecy, it may be pre¬ 
fumed that Britons will fee their miftake, when too 
late to recover the terms of accommodation fo often 
requefted by America, and refufed by us. 

It is very difficult to conceive on what principle 
this defolating plan is founded. If it was to terrify 
them into an accommodation, it is. furely a very un¬ 
common meafure of pacifying even an enemy; and, 
in private life, to offer new injuries would certainly 
be a ftrange method of reconciling a friend; and 
though, from fear of danger, you fhould bring him 
over to. make that pretence, it could not be reafon- 
ably expe&ed that fuch a friendiliip could long fub- 
fift.—If it was. meant as a plan of conquering Ame¬ 
rica, the maintaining that conqueft through fo vail a 
country, renders it impracticable.—But if the de¬ 
folating plan proceeds on the principle of envy, re¬ 
venge, or refentment, it defeats its own defign; for 
the prodigious expence of executing the Cruel pur- 
pofe cofts much more to Britain than all the damage 
done to America; and by our lofs of men. and money, 
of trade, of fhips, and territory, were the Americans 
of the fame difpofition, their refentment is doubly 
retorted on Britain. Befides, the advantage they re¬ 
ceive from the immcnfe fums of money fpent there, 
by cur army and navy, for fo many years., where 
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they are obliged to pay fuch high prices for frelh pro- 
vifions, &c.; and the war, if. long protrafted, mult 
at lad drain this country of fpecie, and enrich Ame¬ 
rica. 

But there may be another reafon, which can only 
be conceived as the heft apology for adminifl ration 
adopting meafures fo very oppofite to the genius and 
character of the Britifli nation, who, before this un¬ 
happy difpute, were ever famed for a brave, and con- 
fequently a humane and generous people. All mini- 
fters of date muff have private correfpondents in a 
country with whom they are at war; on their intel¬ 
ligence they mult lay their plans, or on the informa¬ 
tions which others here may obtain from that coun¬ 
ty- 

But none who read the news-papers, or hear of 
private intelligence, but mult know, and be amazed 
at,, the innumerable falfe accounts exhibited to the 
public, of the wealcnefs, pufillanimity, divifion, po¬ 
verty, cowardice and defertion of the American army 
and Congrefs; of the ftrength, liability, fuccefs and 
bravery of the Britilh ; how every little, cruel ikir- 
mifli has been magnified to a great victory, and all 
our dreadful Ioffes, by ficknefs, defertion, and defeats, 
diminifhed. In Ihort, if miniffry believed thefe ac¬ 
counts, which either came from pretended friends in 
the American intereft, on purpofe to miilead, or from 
others overborne with party-zeal and unchriflian re- 
fentment, it is no wonder they a died a part fo incon- 
fiftent with the views of thofe who knew not their falfe 
information; and it is much to be feared, that they 
have paid largely for that intelligence, which has pa.- 
ved the way to meafu-cs 1b ineffcftual to rdlore that 
peace and reconciliation, which would have been fo 
agreeable 
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agreeable to the general voice of the nation; and 
that they have confided too much in the advice of 
thofe, who were at fo much pains to diminilh the 
power, courage and policy of the Americans, who, 
they averred, would be foon terrified into a fubmiflion 
by this ftrange method of defolating their country. 

It is very furprifing to obferve, how much the 
power of party-zeal influences the human mind, and, 
by the force of prejudice, weakens the natural feelings 
of mankind. We behold people of both fexes. who 
tremble at the fight of a Angle houfe on fire, and arc 
fliocked at the very apprehenfion of one creature being 
fuffocated or burnt in the ruins; yet will they cooly 
hear of a whole city in flames, a country defolated, 
and thoufands of their fellow-creatures either burnt, 
or expofed in the open fields to fuch miferies as would 
make nature fhudder at the tragic tale: yet thefe 
gentle fpirits will hear and approve of the cruel 
meafure, for no other reafon than that others have 
thought it proper, on whofe judgment they implicitly 
rely. 

Nor do they confider how many venerable, aged, 
fick, and infirm; how many innocent, as the infants 
who perifli in the cold bofom of their helplefs mo¬ 
thers, and who knew nothing, nor had any hand in 
the dreadful difpute, are ruined and deftroyed. 
Whoever firft contrived that defolating plan, and 
whatever fuccefs may follow, it is furely againfl: the 
dictates of nature, and though adopted and appro¬ 
ved of by fome clergy, breathes not the mild and 
gentle fpirit of Chriflianity; nor is it furprifing, that 
meafures fo unpopular, and fo much againfl the feel¬ 
ings of humanity, Ihould be fo unprofperous and un- 
fuccefsful. 


But 
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But in the political, as in the human conftitution, 
when things come to a certain crifis, the difeafe mud 
take a turn; and as health is never fo much enjoyed 
as after fevere ficknefs, the bleffings of peace will 
never be more agreeably relilhed than after this cruel, 
unnatural and unfuccefsful war; and the hope of peace 
alone keeps up the drooping fpirits of almoft all ranks, 
but efpecially the merchant and manufacturer, who 
feel more immediately than any other, and every day 
fink under the infupportable load of this wafting war 
and vain difpute. 

By thefe obfervations I wifli to make the confe- 
quences of American Independency appear no way 
fo detrimental to the trade and intereft of Britain as 
many imagine, who have not duly confidered the fub- 
jeCt; that fuperiority in trade, in one part of a na¬ 
tion or community over another, and every reftric- 
tion or excluftve privilege, may be looked on as a 
monopoly, which is the bane of all bufinefs. 

If we fuppofe a number of merchants or tradef- 
men, equally qualified to carry on the fame employ¬ 
ment, but that fome of them obtain from govern¬ 
ment patents or exclufive privileges, whereby they 
can over-buy or under-fell their neighbours, it is 
plain the trade and manufacture of that community 
cannot extend and flourifii, but will foon be confined 
to thofe few who have fuch advantage over the others. 

Since a fpirit of independency feems to rife through 
all the Britifli empire, I would humbly imagine it 
better to make a merit of neceility, than continue fo 
cruel, dangerous and expenfive a ftruggle, and at laft 
be obliged to grant that freedom and liberty in trade, 
fo natural to the defire and expectation of every fub- 
jeCt of a free government. 


If 
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If thefe hints (hall cool that fpirit of party-zeal, 
and that unjuft perfonal refentment againft a nation 
and people, with whom it is fo much the intereft of 
Britain to be connected in trade, they may be of fer- 
vice to the public, being publilhed and difperfed by 
one who is entirely independent of any party, and 
wilhes the welfare of his country and its happy con- 
ftitution; but feels for thofe who fuffer from meafures 
he thinks fo inadequate to the purpofe of bringing 
about a reconciliation fo neceflary at this critical pe¬ 
riod, when it may only be in the power of Britain 
to prevent America falling under the influence or de¬ 
pendence of other nations- 

If thefe obfervations fliall have any effeft to pro¬ 
mote that purpofe, he will deferve the name of a 
True Briton rather than thofe, who, through miftaken 
principles, have loft the natural feelings of humanity, 
and can hear of burning and defolation without re¬ 
gret, and without properly confidering the confe- 
quences of fuch unpolitical barbarity. . , 


T. T, B. 



